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^^y^ gTOODUCTION 

This is an appeal of the Final Rejection dated November 10, 2005, rejecting claims 1-64. 
The appealed claims are set forth in an attached appendix. 

II. REAL PARTY OF INTEREST 

Maytag Corporation is the real party in interest by assignment from the inventors 
recorded on July 31, 2002 at Reel 013137, Frame 0582. 

III. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

None. 

IV. STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-64 are pending in the application and all are the subject matter of this appeal. 

V. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

The Amendment After Final dated February 10, 2006 was entered pursuant to the 
Advisory Action dated March 16, 2006. 

VI. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

Independent claim 1 is directed towards a disposable filtration bag for floor care 
appliance comprised of a closed receptacle for collecting dirt particles having an inlet opening 
and being formed from a composite sheet comprised of at least one layer of expanded 
polytetrafluoroethylene and at least one substrate layer. 

Independent claim 10 is directed toward a method of making a disposable filtration bag 
for a floor care appliance comprised of the steps of providing a sheet of composite material 
comprised of at least one layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene and at least one substrate 
layer, folding said sheet of composite material; sealing together respective edges of a first and 
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second rear panel portion of said receptacle by a seam; sealing together respective top edges and 
bottom edges of said receptacle by a seam; and providing an aperture in a front sidewall of said 
receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream may enter. 

Independent claim 23 is directed toward a method of making a disposable filtration bag 
for a floor care appliance, comprised of the steps of providing a sheet of composite material 
comprised of at least one layer of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate 
layer; folding said sheet of composite material; sealing together respective edges of a first and 
second rear panel portion of said receptacle by a seam; sealing together respective top edges of a 
front and rear panel portion of said receptacle by a seam; and providing an aperture in a front 
sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream may enter. 

Independent claim 24 is directed toward a method of method of making a disposable 
filtration bag for a floor care appliance, comprised of the steps of providing a sheet of composite 
material comprised of at least one layer of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one 
substrate layer; folding said sheet of composite material; sealing together respective top edges of 
a front and rear panel portion of said receptacle by a seam; sealing together respective opposing 
longitudinal edges of a said front and rear panel portions of said receptacle by a seam; and 
providing an aperture in a front sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream may 
enter. 

Independent claim 25 is directed to a vacuum cleaner, comprised of a suction nozzle; a 
motor- fan assembly; and a disposable filtration bag formed from a composite sheet comprised of 
at least one layer of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer. 

Independent claim 26 is directed to a floor care appliance, comprised of a suction nozzle; 
a motor- fan assembly; and a disposable filtration bag formed from a composite sheet comprised 
of at least one layer of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer. 

Independent claim 27 is directed to a disposable vacuum cleaner filtration bag, 
comprising: at least one layer of a filtration media for filtering 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or 
larger. 

Independent claim 33 is directed to a dirt collecting system for a floor care appliance, 
comprising a suction nozzle; a motor-fan assembly for creating a dirt laden airstream originating 
at the suction nozzle; and a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance comprised of at 
least one layer of a filtration media for filtering 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger at a 
flow speed of 60 cubic feet per minute. 

Independent claim 35 is directed to a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, 
the improvement comprising: a closed receptacle for collecting dirt particles and having an inlet 
opening for allowing a dirt laden airstream to enter, said receptacle being formed from a 
composite sheet comprised of at least one layer of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least 
one substrate layer. 
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Independent claim 54 is directed to a method of making a disposable filtration bag for a 
floor care appliance, the improvement comprised of the steps of providing a sheet of composite 
material comprised of at least one layer of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one 
substrate layer; folding said sheet of composite material; sealing together respective edges of a 
first and second rear panel portion of said receptacle by a seam; sealing together respective top 
edges and bottom edges of said receptacle by a seam; and providing an aperture in a front 
sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream may enter. 

Independent claim 57 is directed to a method of making a disposable filtration bag for a 
floor care appliance, the improvement comprised of the steps of providing a sheet of composite 
material comprised of at least one layer of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one 
substrate layer; folding said sheet of composite material; sealing together respective edges of a 
first and second rear panel portion of said receptacle by a seam; sealing together respective top 
edges of a front and rear panel portion of said receptacle by a seam; and providing an aperture in 
a front sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream may enter. 

Independent claim 58 is directed to a method of making a disposable filtration bag for a 
floor care appliance, the improvement comprised of the steps of providing a sheet of composite 
material comprised of at least one layer of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one 
substrate layer; folding said sheet of composite material; sealing together respective top edges of 
a front and rear panel portion of said receptacle by a seam; sealing together respective opposing 
longitudinal edges of a said front and rear panel portions of said receptacle by a seam; and 
providing an aperture in a front sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream may 
enter. 

VII. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

The § 102(b) Rejection of Claims 1-3 as being anticipated by Gianetta et al. 
is Improper. 

The § 103(a) Rejection of Claims 5-11, 13, 14, 16-45, 48 and 51-64 as being 
unpatentable over Gianetta et al., in view of any one of Requejo et al., Zhang and 
Bosses, and in further view of Maeoka et al. and Wnenchak et al. is Improper 

VIII. ARGUMENT 

A. The § 102 Rejection of Claims 1-3 as being anticipated by Gianetta et al. is 
Improper. 

Under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b), a person shall be entitled to a patent unless: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 

the application for patent in the United States 

Independent claim 1 claims a disposable filtration bag for floor care appliance 

comprised of a closed receptacle for collecting dirt particles having an inlet opening and being 
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formed from a composite sheet comprised of at least one layer of expanded poly- 
tetrafluoroethylene and at least one substrate layer. 

The Examiner rejected independent claim 1 and claims 2-3 depending therefrom under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gianetta et al. (6,334,881 Bl). According to the 
Examiner, Gianetta et al. teaches a filtration bag for a commercial and residential vacuum 
cleaner comprising a receptacle for collecting dirt particles and the receptacle being formed 
from a composite sheet comprised of at least one layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene and 
at least one substrate layer, and a support layer comprising a non-woven polyester, 
polypropylene, polyethylene, fiberglass or microfiberglass, bonded to one side of a porous 
expanded PTFE membrane (col. 2, lines 31-33 and lines 58-62). The Examiner has also 
maintained that the recitation "disposable" is not entitled to patentable weight because it is in the 
preamble. Applicant has argued that Gianetta et al. does not teach or suggest that the filter 
bags disclosed therein be formed into a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance such 
as a vacuum cleaner. Nowhere in Gianetta et al. can applicant find teaching that the filtration 
bag for a commercial or residential vacuum cleaner is disposable and is formed from a composite 
sheet of at least one layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene and at least one substrate layer. 
In contrast, the filter bags disclosed in Gianetta et al. are comprised of a support layer bonded to 
one side of a porous expanded polytetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE) layer and a protective surface 
pattern or screen material bonded to the other side of the ePTFE membrane (col. 2, lines 58-62 
and col. 3, lines 28-34). The protective surface pattern or screen material protects the ePTFE 
layer against damage due to the impingement of collected particles. The instant disposable 
filtration bag has no such protective surface or screen material. This distinction is important 
because it is undesirable to have a layer of screen material in a disposable filtration bag for a 
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vacuum cleaner since such a layer would make the filtration bag more bulky and less desirable to 
consumers. This distinction also clearly shows that filtration bag disclosed in Giannetta et al is 
not disposable since such a screen layer is more cumbersome when manufactured into a non- 
disposable filtration bag. 

Moreover, applicant also disputes the Examiner's assertion in the Advisory Action dated 
March 16, 2006, that any vacuum cleaner bag is capable of being disposed of or that vacuum 
cleaner bags made for residential vacuum cleaners are inherently made to be disposed of. There 
are critical distinctions here that applicant must point out making the instant disposable filtration 
bag novel over Giannetta et al. Gianetta et al. does appear to disclose a filtration bag for a 
residential cleaner. However, there are residential vacuum cleaners which utilize filtration bags 
that are meant to be reusable, i.e., when filled with debris they are emptied and reinstalled in the 
vacuum cleaner to be used and filled again. Only after multiple uses and serious wear and tear 
the user may consider replacing the filtration bag with a new one. Such a filtration bag may be 
of considerable cost and meant for replacement on an infrequent basis only. 

In contrast, the instant disposable filtration bag is made to be used only one time, i.e., 
filled with debris one time and then discarded. A new disposable filtration bag is then installed 
in the vacuum cleaner and used until full of debris. Necessarily such a filtration bag must be 
produced at a low enough cost to be desirable to consumers. The filtration bag in Giannetta et al. 
is undesirable since the addition of the screen layer adds to the cost and complexity of 
manufacturing the filtration bag. Applicant and his assignee has repeatedly argued it was the 
first to develop and reduce to practice an actual disposable filtration bag and is entitled to 
priority. There are many inherent difficulties in manufacturing a disposable filtration bag made 
from a layer of ePTFE and applicant has spent considerable resources and inventive effort in 
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overcoming those difficulties. More specifically, applicant has overcome the inherent 
difficulties of manufacturing a disposable filtration bag made from a layer of ePTFE due to the 
fragility of the ePTFE layer and its integrity surviving the folding operations required for 
forming it into a closed receptacle. In an interference proceeding, priority of invention belongs 
to the first party to conceive the invention and that it exercised reasonable diligence in later 
reducing the invention to practice. Price v. Symsek, 988 F.2d 1187, 1190, 26 USPQ2d 1031, 
1033 (Fed. Cir. 1993). To show reduction to practice, the junior party must show that the 
invention is suitable for the intended purpose. Steinberg v. Seitz, 517 F. 2d 1359, 1363, 186 
USPQ 209, 212 (CCPA 1975)(quoting In re Dardick, 496 F.2d 1234, 1238, 181 USPQ 834, 837 
(CCPA 1974). When testing is necessary to show proof of actual reduction to practice, the 
embodiment relied upon as evidence of priority must actually work for its intended purpose. 
Newkirkv. Lulejian, 825 F.2d 1581, 1582, 3 USPQ2d 1793, 1794 (Fed. Cir. 1987). 

In order to establish actual reduction to practice and priority, applicant has performed 
testing by sending the instant disposable filtration bag to an independent third party laboratory to 
verify that the filtration bag meets the "HEPA" standard in the filtration industry with respect to 
filtration performance. The affidavits of employees of applicant's assignee, The Hoover 
Company, attesting the reduction to practice and testing by an independent third party laboratory 
were submitted in the Response to Office Action dated March 18, 2004 and Response to Final 
Office Action dated October 26, 2004, both of which are incorporated by reference as if fully 
rewritten herein. 

Further, applicant insists that that the recitation "disposable" is entitled to patentable 
weight. The Examiner had previously rejected the claims including claims 1-3 on the grounds 
that the preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the 
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purposes of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not 
depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process or structural limitations are 
able to stand alone and citing In re Hirao, 535 F. 2d 67, 190 USPQ (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. 
Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). Applicant had previously argued in 
the Response to Office Action dated August 24, 2005, which is incorporated by reference as if 
fully rewritten herein, that the claims do not stand on their own without the preamble and 
specifically the recitation "disposable". If the claim cannot be read independently of the 
preamble and the preamble must be read to give meaning to the claim or is essential to point out 
the invention, it constitutes a limitation upon the claim. See Martson v. J.C. Penney Co., Inc., 
148 USPQ 25. In addition, claims 1-24, 20-24, and 27-32 were rewritten in Jepson format. The 
form of the claim, the so called Jepson form, suggest the structural importance of the recitation 
found in the preamble. Rowe v. Dror, 12 F.3d 473, 479, 42 USPQ2d 1550, 1553 (Fed. Cir. 
1997). Thus, for at least these reasons, applicant submits that the § 102 Rejection of Claims 1-3 
as being anticipated by Gianetta et al. is improper and must be reversed. 

B. The § 103(a) Rejection of Claims 5-11, 13, 14, 16-45, 48 and 51-64 as being 

unpatentable over Gianetta et al., in view of any one of Requejo et al., Zhang 
and Bosses, and in further view of Maeoka et al. and Wnenchak et al. is 
Improper 

The35U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of claims 5-11, 13, 14, 16-45, 48 and 51-64 as 

being unpatentable over Gianetta et al., in view of any one of Requejo et al., Zhang and Bosses, 

and in further view of Maeoka et al. and Wnenchak et al. is improper, since there is no teaching, 

suggestion, or motivation for combining these references. More particularly, as the Federal 

Circuit in In re Fritch stated: 

Obviousness cannot be established by combining the teachings of the prior 
art to produce the claimed invention, absent some teaching or suggestion 
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supporting the combination. Under § 103, teaching of references can be 
combined only if there is some suggestion or incentive to do so. Although 
couched in terms of combining teachings found in the prior art, the same 
inquiry must be carried out in the context of a purported obvious 
"modification" of the prior art. The mere fact that the prior art may be 
modified in the manner suggested by the Examiner does not make the 
modification obvious unless the prior art suggested the desirability of the 
modification." (Emphasis added) In reFritch, 23 U.S.P.Q. 1780, 1783- 
84 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 

It was further stated by the Federal Circuit in Ex Parte Levengood that: 

"..an Examiner cannot establish obviousness by locating references which 
describe various aspects of a patent applicant's invention without also 
providing evidence that the motivating force which would compel one 
skilled in the art to do what the patent applicant has done." Ex parte 
Levengood, 28 U.S.P.Q.2d 1300, 1302 (Fed Cir. 1993). 

As the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences has stated, citing references which 
merely indicate that isolated elements and/or features recited in the claims are known is not 
sufficient basis for concluding that the combination of claimed elements would have been 
obvious. Ex parte Hiyamizu, 10 U.S.P.Q.2d, 1393, 1394 (B.P.A.I. 1988). 

The Federal Circuit has also explained that there must be "some objective" teaching 
leading to the combination. In re Fritch, 972 F.2d 1260, 1265 (Fed. Cir. 1992). As further 
explained in In re Dembiczak, 175 F.3d 994, 999 (Fed. Cir. 1999) this showing must be "clear 
and particular." 

With respect to claim 5, in addition to the limitations of base claim 1, claim 5 requires a 
disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance with a front panel portion, a rear panel portion 
comprised of a first rear panel portion and a second rear panel portion joined together with a 
seam, wherein said front panel portion and said rear panel portion each respectively have a top 
end and a bottom end and said respective top ends and said bottom ends are sealed together by 
folding and an adhesive. However, there is no disclosure in any of the references to modify the 
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filtration bag of Gianetta et al. with a filtration bag as taught by any one of Requejo et al., Zhang, 
and Bosses with a layer of PTFE film as taught by either Maeoka et al. and Wnenchak et al. An 
even more compelling reason that the combination is improper, as previously argued, is that 
Gianetti et al. does not disclose a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance as the 
Examiner has stated. Similarly, with respect to claims 6-11, 13, 14, and 16-19, which all depend 
directly or indirectly from claim 5 as applied to claim 1, there is no disclosure in Gianetta et al., 
Requejo et al., Zhang, Bosses, Maeoka et al. and Wnenchak et al. for a disposable filtration bag 
having all of the limitations of claim 5 as applied to base claim 1 in combination with claims 6- 
11, 13, 14, and 16-19. Therefore, the § 103(a) rejection of claims 5-11, 13, 14, and 16-19 as 
applied to claim 1 must be reversed. 

Similarly, with respect to claims 20-22, 23, 24, 25, 26-32, 33-45, 48, and 51-53, 54-56, 
57, 58-64, there is no disclosure in any of the references to modify the filtration bag of Gianetta 
et al. with a filtration bag as taught by any one of Requejo et al., Zhang, and Bosses with a layer 
of PTFE film as taught by either Maeoka et al. and Wnenchak et al. as is required for a proper 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. §103(a). Therefore, the § 103(a) rejection of claims 20-22, 23, 24, 
25, 26-32, 33-45, 48, and 51-53, 54-56, 57, 58-64 must be reversed. 
IX. CONCLUSION 

The § 102(b) Rejection of Claims 1-3 as being anticipated by Gianetta et al. must be 
reversed since there is simply no teaching in the Gianetta et al. reference cited by the Examiner 
that satisfies the claim limitations. Specifically, Gianetta et al. does not teach a disposable 
filtration bag for a floor care appliance comprised of a composite sheet comprised of at least one 
layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene and at least one substrate layer formed into a closed 
receptacle. 
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The 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of claims 5-11, 13, 14, 16-45, 48 and 51-64 as 
being unpatentable over Gianetta et al., in view of any one of Requejo et al., Zhang and Bosses, 
and in further view of Maeoka et al. and Wnenchak et al. must be reversed since there is no 
teaching, suggestion, or motivation for combining these references. 

Enclosed herein please find the Appeal Brief and permission to debit or credit Deposit 
Account No. 50-1 120 accordingly for the required fee of $500 and any additional fees under 37 
C.F.R. 1.136(a) or 37 C.F.R. 1.136(b). 



Respectfully submitted, 



PARKS 




THE HOOVER COMPANY 
101 E. Maple Street 
N. Canton, OH 44720 
(330) 499-9200, ext. 2930 
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APPENDIX 

Claim 1 (original): 

A disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, comprising a closed receptacle for 
collecting dirt particles and having an inlet opening for allowing a dirt laden airstream to enter, 
said receptacle being formed from a composite sheet comprised of at least one layer of expanded 
polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer. 

Claim 2 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 1 wherein said at least one substrate layer is comprised of a material 
from the group consisting of synthetic fibers and natural fibers. 

Claim 3 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 2 wherein said synthetic fibers is selected from the group consisting 
of polyester, polyolefin, and nylon. 

Claim 4 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 2 wherein said natural fibers is selected from the group consisting of 
cellulose and cotton. 

Claim 5 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 1, wherein said closed receptacle further includes: 
a front panel portion; 

a rear panel portion comprised of a first rear panel portion and a second rear 
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panel portion joined together with a seam; 

wherein said front panel portion and said rear panel portion each respectively have a 
top end and a bottom end and said respective top ends and said bottom ends are sealed together 
by folding and an adhesive. 

Claim 6 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 5, wherein said closed receptacle further includes a pair of opposing 
pleated sidewalls joining said front sidewall and said rear sidewall together along 
the opposing lateral sides. 

Claim 7 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 6, wherein said pair of pleated sidewalls each are comprised of at least 
one pleat. 

Claim 8 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 1, wherein said closed receptacle further includes: 
a front panel portion; 

a rear panel portion comprised of a first rear panel portion and a second rear 
panel portion joined together with a seam; 

wherein said front panel portion and said rear panel portion each respectively have a 
top end and a bottom end and said respective top ends and said bottom ends are sealed 
together by a seam. 
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Claim 9 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 8, wherein the seam sealing said first and second rear panel portions 
and said seams sealing the respective top ends and said bottom ends of said front 
and rear panels portions is formed by an adhesive. 

Claim 10 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 8, wherein the seam sealing said first and second rear panel portions 
and said seams sealing the respective top ends and said bottom ends of said front 
and rear panels portions is formed by sewing. 

Claim 1 1 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 8, wherein the seam sealing said first and second rear panel portions 
and said seams sealing the respective top ends and said bottom ends of said front 
and rear panels portions is formed by thermal bonding. 

Claim 12 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 8, wherein said closed receptacle is square in shape. 
Claim 13 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 8, wherein said closed receptacle is rectangular in shape. 
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Claim 14 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 1 1 wherein said closed receptacle further includes: 
a front panel portion; 
a rear panel portion; 

wherein said front panel portion and said rear panel portion each have a top and opposing 
longitudinal edges and said respective top and opposing longitudinal edges are 
sealed together with a seam. 

Claim 15 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 14, wherein said closed receptacle is square in shape. 
Claim 16 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 14, wherein said closed receptacle is rectangular in shape. 
Claim 17 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 16, wherein the seams sealing said top and opposing longitudinal 
edges of said front and rear panels are formed by an adhesive. 

Claim 18 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 14, wherein the seams sealing said top and opposing longitudinal 
edges of said front and rear panels are formed by sewing. 
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Claim 19 (original): 

The filtration bag of claim 14, wherein the seams sealing said top and opposing longitudinal 
edges of said front and rear panels are formed by thermal bonding. 

Claim 20 (original): 

A method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, comprised of the steps 
of: 

providing a sheet of composite material comprised of at least one layer of 
expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer; 
folding said sheet of composite material; 

sealing together respective edges of a first and second rear panel portion of said 
receptacle by a seam; 

sealing together respective top edges and bottom edges of said receptacle by a seam; and 
providing an aperture in a front sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream 
may enter. 

Claim 21 (original): 

The method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance of claim 20, further 
including one pleated sidewall separating each of said front and rear panel portions along 
opposing longitudinal edges of said front and rear panel portions. 
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Claim 22 (original): 

The method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance of claim 21 wherein 
said pleated sidewalls include at least one pleat. 

Claim 23 (original): 

A method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, comprised of the steps 
of: 

providing a sheet of composite material comprised of at least one layer of 
expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer; 
folding said sheet of composite material; 

sealing together respective edges of a first and second rear panel portion of said 
receptacle by a seam; 

sealing together respective top edges of a front and rear panel portion of said receptacle 
by a seam; and 

providing an aperture in a front sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream 
may enter. 

Claim 24 (original): 

A method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, comprised of the steps 
of: 

providing a sheet of composite material comprised of at least one layer of expanded 
polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer; 
folding said sheet of composite material; 
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sealing together respective top edges of a front and rear panel portion of said receptacle 
by a seam; 

sealing together respective opposing longitudinal edges of a said front and rear panel 
portions of said receptacle by a seam; and 

providing an aperture in a front sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream 
may enter. 

Claim 25 (original): 

A vacuum cleaner, comprised of: 

a suction nozzle; 

a motor- fan assembly; and 

a disposable filtration bag formed from a composite sheet comprised of at least one layer 
of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer. 

Claim 26 (original): 

A floor care appliance, comprised of: 

a suction nozzle; 

a motor-fan assembly; and 

a disposable filtration bag formed from a composite sheet comprised of at least one layer 
of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer. 
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Claim 27 (previously presented): 

A disposable vacuum cleaner filtration bag, comprising: at least one layer of a filtration media 
for filtering 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger. 

Claim 28 (previously presented): 

The disposable vacuum cleaner filtration bag of claim 26, wherein said at least one layer of a 
filtration media filters 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger at a flow speed of 60 cubic feet 
per minute. 

Claim 29: (previously presented): 

The disposable vacuum cleaner filtration bag of claim 26, wherein said at least one layer of a 
filtration media is a layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene. 

Claim 30 (previously presented): 

A disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, comprising: at least one layer of a filtration 
media for filtering 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger. 

Claim 31 (previously presented): 

The disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance of 30, wherein said at least one layer of a 
filtration media is a layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene. 
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Claim 32 (previously presented): 

The disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance of claim 30, wherein said at least one 
layer of a filtration media filters 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger at a flow speed of 60 
cubic feet per minute. 

Claim 33 (previously presented): 

A dirt collecting system for a floor care appliance, comprising: 
a suction nozzle; 

a motor-fan assembly for creating a dirt laden airstream originating at the suction nozzle; 

and 

a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance comprised of at least one layer of a 
filtration media for filtering 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger at a flow speed of 60 cubic 
feet per minute. 

Claim 34 (previously presented): 

The dirt collecting system for a floor care appliance of claim 32, wherein said at least one layer 
of a filtration media is expanded polytetrafluoroethylene. 

Claim 35 (original): 

In a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, the improvement comprising: a closed 
receptacle for collecting dirt particles and having an inlet opening for allowing a dirt laden 
airstream to enter, said receptacle being formed from a composite sheet comprised of at least one 
layer of expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer. 
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Claim 36 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 35 wherein said at least one substrate layer is comprised of 
a material from the group consisting of synthetic fibers and natural fibers. 

Claim 37 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 36 wherein said synthetic fibers is selected from the group 
consisting of polyester, polyolefin, and nylon. 

Claim 38 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 36 wherein said natural fibers is selected from the group 
consisting of cellulose and cotton. 

Claim 39 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 35, wherein said closed receptacle further includes: 
a front panel portion; 

a rear panel portion comprised of a first rear panel portion and a second rear 
panel portion joined together with a seam; 

wherein said front panel portion and said rear panel portion each respectively have a 
top end and a bottom end and said respective top ends and said bottom ends are sealed together 
by folding and an adhesive. 
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Claim 40 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 39, wherein said closed receptacle further includes a pair 
of opposing pleated sidewalls joining said front sidewall and said rear sidewall together along the 
opposing lateral sides. 

Claim 41 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 40, wherein said pair of pleated sidewalls each are 
comprised of at least one pleat. 

Claim 42 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 35, wherein said closed receptacle further includes: 
a front panel portion; 

a rear panel portion comprised of a first rear panel portion and a second rear 
panel portion joined together with a seam; 

wherein said front panel portion and said rear panel portion each respectively have a 
top end and a bottom end and said respective top ends and said bottom ends are sealed 
together by a seam. 

Claim 43 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 42, wherein the seam sealing said first and second rear 
panel portions and said seams sealing the respective top ends and said bottom ends of said front 
and rear panels portions is formed by an adhesive. 
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Claim 44 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 42, wherein the seam sealing said first and second rear 
panel portions and said seams sealing the respective top ends and said bottom ends of said front 
and rear panels portions is formed by sewing. 

Claim 45 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 42, wherein the seam sealing said first and second rear 
panel portions and said seams sealing the respective top ends and said bottom ends of said front 
and rear panels portions is formed by thermal bonding. 

Claim 46 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 42, wherein said closed receptacle is square in shape. 
Claim 47 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 42, wherein said closed receptacle is rectangular in shape. 
Claim 48 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 45 wherein said closed receptacle further includes: 
a front panel portion; 
a rear panel portion; 

wherein said front panel portion and said rear panel portion each have a top and opposing 
longitudinal edges and said respective top and opposing longitudinal edges are 
sealed together with a seam. 



22 



Claim 49 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 48, wherein said closed receptacle is square in shape. 
Claim 50 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 48, wherein said closed receptacle is rectangular in shape. 
Claim 51 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 50, wherein the seams sealing said top and opposing 
longitudinal edges of said front and rear panels are formed by an adhesive. 

Claim 52 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 48, wherein the seams sealing said top and opposing 
longitudinal edges of said front and rear panels are formed by sewing. 

Claim 53 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag of claim 48, wherein the seams sealing said top and opposing 
longitudinal edges of said front and rear panels are formed by thermal bonding. 

Claim 54 (original): 

In a method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, the improvement 
comprised of the steps of: 

providing a sheet of composite material comprised of at least one layer of 
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expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer; 
folding said sheet of composite material; 

sealing together respective edges of a first and second rear panel portion of said 
receptacle by a seam; 

sealing together respective top edges and bottom edges of said receptacle by a seam; and 
providing an aperture in a front sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream 
may enter. 

Claim 55 (original): 

The method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance of claim 54, further 
including one pleated sidewall separating each of said front and rear panel portions along 
opposing longitudinal edges of said front and rear panel portions. 

Claim 56 (original): 

The method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance of claim 55 wherein 
said pleated sidewalls include at least one pleat. 

Claim 57 (original): 

In a method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, the improvement 
comprised of the steps of: 

providing a sheet of composite material comprised of at least one layer of 
expanded polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer; 

folding said sheet of composite material; 
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sealing together respective edges of a first and second rear panel portion of said 
receptacle by a seam; 

sealing together respective top edges of a front and rear panel portion of said receptacle 
by a seam; and 

providing an aperture in a front sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream 
may enter. 

Claim 58 (original): 

In a method of making a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, the improvement 
comprised of the steps of: 

providing a sheet of composite material comprised of at least one layer of expanded 
polytetraflouroethylene and at least one substrate layer; 

folding said sheet of composite material; 

sealing together respective top edges of a front and rear panel portion of said receptacle 
by a seam; 

sealing together respective opposing longitudinal edges of a said front and rear panel 
portions of said receptacle by a seam; and 

providing an aperture in a front sidewall of said receptacle wherein a dirt laden airstream 
may enter. 

Claim 59 (original): 

In a disposable vacuum cleaner filtration bag, an improvement comprising: at least one layer of a 
filtration media for filtering 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger. 
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Claim 60 (original): 

The disposable vacuum cleaner filtration bag of claim 59, wherein said at least one layer of a 
filtration media filters 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger at a flow speed of 60 cubic feet 
per minute. 

Claim 61: (original): 

The disposable vacuum cleaner filtration bag of claim 59, wherein said at least one layer of a 
filtration media is a layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene. 

Claim 62 (original): 

In a disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance, the improvement comprising: at least 
one layer of a filtration media for filtering 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger. 

Claim 63 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance of 62, wherein said at least one layer of a 
filtration media is a layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene. 

Claim 64 (original): 

The disposable filtration bag for a floor care appliance of claim 62, wherein said at least one 
layer of a filtration media filters 99.97% of particles 0.3 microns or larger at a flow speed of 60 
cubic feet per minute. 
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